
FORESTS FOR LIFE
SOUTH-WEST WA FARM FORESTRY 
& LANDCARE INITIATIVE

Forests For Life sets out a plan for growing 40 000 hectares of high value 
timber trees and carrying out an ambitious land care program in the South 
West and Great Southern. Drawing on past experience and local expertise, 
the program has been designed to generate a substantial volume of 
ÞêÞæ�¬Ä��½ü�¤ÚËöÄ�Þ�ö½Ë¤Þǲ���½¬õ�Ú�Þ¬¤Ä¬Ĉ��Äæ���Ë½Ë¤¬��½�Ëêæ�ËÃ�Þ��Ä��
Ã�û¬Ã¬Þ����Ä�ĈæÞ�æË�æ©��Ú�¤¬ËÄ��Ä��æ©��Þæ�æ�Ƿ

PROJECT DETAILS 
Location  
Two zones - one centred on Manjimup or Greenbushes 
�Ä��æ©��Ëæ©�Ú�ËÄ��½��ÄüǷ�c©��āËÄ�Þ��Ú����ĈÄ����ü���
distance of not more than 100 km by road from future 
processing centres and a minimum projected annual 
rainfall of 450 mm by 2030. 

Scale  
Total farm forestry target: 40,000 ha | 20,000 ha  
per zone | minimum 40 ha plot size.  
Permanent revegetation land care target: 4,000 ha. 

Species  
Farm forestry: Eucalyptus saligna, E. cladocalyx,  
E. tricarpa, Corymbia maculata and potential for  
Pinus Radiata and Pinaster.  
Permanent revegetation: locally endemic species.

Yield 450,000 - 600,000 cubic metres per year 

Employment 860 - 940 new jobs created 

Carbon storage potential  
6.2 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent 

Benefits  
Meet WA’s timber needs while delivering multiple 
Ã��ÞêÚ��½����Ä�ĈæÞ�¬Ä�½ê�¬Ä¤Ǳ� 
•  Targeted salinity control and management 
•  Avoided deforestation  
•  Improved water quality  
•  Climate change mitigation  
•  Food and nesting habitat for wildlife  
•  Severe weather protection for stock  
•  Reduced soil evaporation  
•  Shade and amenity 
ǰ��.Ä�ËÃ���¬õ�ÚÞ¬Ĉ��æ¬ËÄ�£ËÚ�£�ÚÃ�ÚÞ� 
•   Biodiversity restoration and ecosystem connectivity 

PROJECT BACKGROUND
The core objective of this initiative is to meet WA’s 
timber needs sustainably while delivering substantial 
�Äõ¬ÚËÄÃ�Äæ�½��Ä��ÞË�¬�½���Ä�ĈæÞǷ��êÞæÚ�½¬���½Ú���ü�©�Þ�
��ȯƩ��¬½½¬ËÄ�æ¬Ã��Ú�æÚ������Ĉ�¬æ��Ä��ö���Ú��£��¬Ä¤�£êÚæ©�Ú�
supply shortfalls. With clever planning we can meet all 
our timber needs with sustainably grown plantations 
and farm forestry.

Since the 1970s, rainfall in the South West has declined 
by 15 - 20 per cent, with further warming and drying 
projected and various detrimental impacts on people 
and the environment. Recent studies show that much 
of this decline is a result of land clearing. Trees are 
vital to a stable climate. This project helps to mitigate 
climate change at a macro and micro level: storing more 
than 6 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent and restoring 
local tree cover for shade, reduced temperature, slower 
evaporation and protection from severe weather. It also 
improves water and soil health by rehabilitating riparian 
zones and managing salinity. 

By 2050, it is estimated that more than 4 million 
©��æ�Ú�Þ�Ë£�s�ȣÞ�£�ÚÃ½�Ä��ö¬½½����Þ�½æȗ�ą��æ��ǲ�
¬Ä�½ê�¬Ä¤��½½�¬Ä½�Ä��ö�æ�Ú�ÞËêÚ��Þǲ�Þ¬¤Ä¬Ĉ��Äæ½ü�Ú��ê�¬Ä¤�
WA’s productive farmland. Salinity has already caused 
a 50 per cent decrease in numbers of wetland bird 
Þ×��¬�Þ��Ä��ƫƬƧ�ĉËÚ��Þ×��¬�Þ��Ú��æ©Ú��æ�Ä���ö¬æ©�
extinction (ANZECC 2001). 

Using a combination of permanent revegetation and 
rotational forestry, this project will meet a basic need 
while maintaining and restoring health and vitality in the 
South-West Global Biodiversity Hotspot.
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